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Abstract

Lack of reading interest is a result of the role of parents who are less concerned with children's
reading ability. They tend to entrust their children's education in school. The goal of increasing
interest in elementary school students is to increase their students in reading. Because teachers
will lead more to the prevailing curriculum than innovating subjects to be fun and different than
before. Therefore, the program was held an increase of interest in reading early to know the
ability to read children and understanding children's content from read stoties. The method in
this activity is increased understanding through reading that will continue to be the habit of
children early on. The results of the activities undertaken with the target of Class 3 as a target of
activities with a total of 14 children. When the execution of activities only 10 children are present
in the classroom. Of the number of children who attended about 25% who have not been fluent
in reading and the remainder as much as 75% can already be said smoothly in reading and
understanding the content of the story. This activity helps schools, especially teachers in teaching
children to read.
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INTRODUCTION

Four language skills that everyone should have include listening, speaking, reading, and writing
(Fadhlurrahma, 2019). These four skills indirectly sequence as a child grows (Wiguna &; Tristaningrat,
2022). In children of primary school age, the four abilities should have been mastered by all, but when
at the stage of being able to write, sometimes the previous stage, namely reading, has not been
mastered. The ability to read at the age of children, especially children in low grade elementary
schools, starting from grades 1-3 elementary school, there are still some children who are not fluent
in reading (Nurani et al., 2021). This lack of ability in reading can affect children's intetest in reading
(Prasrihamni et al., 2022). Interest in reading is a mental tendency that encourages someone to do
something about reading (Amalia Yunia Rahmawati, 2020).

In addition to the lower grades, there are also some children who cannot read in high grades,
starting from grades 4-5 of elementary school. One of the causes of children's lack of reading skills
is guidance from parents who do not give children direction and motivation to read when at home
(Demirbas &; Sahin, 2022). Parents seem to have fulfilled their obligations to children when they
have sent their children to school and entrusted their children's education only to the school without
any education from parents at home (Economics et al., 2020). Most parents in Pringtulis village,
especially young mothers, work in factories, so much time is spent at work rather than taking care of
children at home. In addition, parents tend to prefer to buy toys rather than books (Hassinger-Das
et al, 2021). They usually do not know the type of book that is appropriate and liked by children.

Therefore, fostering interest in reading at an early age will be more effective if parents actively
participate in encouraging and guiding their children to love reading (Le et al., 2019). This parent's
efforts will be more optimal if supported by other parties (Fikriyah et al., 2020). One of them is an
increase in interest in reading from an eatly age through children's stories catried out by the UNNES
KKN Team at SDN 01 Pringtulis for grade 3 children. Reading materials used to foster children's
interest in reading are children's stories (Mansur et al., 2021). This is because children's stories are still
relatively light and also fun when read, especially according to the intended target, namely grade 3
elementary school children (Suwardana, 2023). Children's stories themselves are essays that tell
actions, experiences, events and so on whose stories are simple but complex and communicative and
contain moral values for children (Djuko, 2021). In addition, in a story there is a message or message
conveyed, so that children can take lessons from the story that can be applied in their daily lives
(Fitriyani &; Herawati, 2019).

As for the implementation in the classroom, the same story was chosen, then distributed to
each child. Then the child reads alternately one by one, after which the child answers the questions
asked according to the content of the story. Then for children who dare to come forward to retell
the content of the story or answer questions are given a gift that is in accordance with the theme of
reading interest, namely a story book. The goal is as an award as well as to increase children's
motivation. Then to clarify the content of the story is demonstrated or monologue from the teachers
or KIKKN Team. This activity is expected to continue to be a habit of children reading to reduce low
interest in reading. The result of this activity is in the form of article output to be published.

METHOD

The implementation of the activity took place at SDN 01 Pringtulis, which was at 09.00 after
the first break. This activity lasted for 1 hour by taking lesson hours in one of the subjects. In grade
3 as the target of activities with a total of 14 children. When the execution of the activity only 10
children were present in the classroom. Of the number of children present, about 25% are not fluent
in reading and the remaining 75% can be said to be fluent in reading and understanding the content
of the story. The method in this activity is to increase understanding through reading which will later
continue to become a habit of children from an eatly age. The material used is one of the children's
stoties entitled "Buffalo and Cow Exchanging Skins". The choice of this story is because it is
considered to have a message or message that is in accordance with children's lives or can be taken
as a positive lesson.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results of research that have been obtained related to the program to increase interest in

reading from an eatly age through children's stories based on the tools used, processes, and tesults
are as follows:
The role of parents and programs to inctrease interest in reading from an eatly age through children's
stories. To cultivate an interest in reading does not necessarily arise easily and by itself in a child. It
takes awareness and also the role of parents in it. The first and foremost environment of a child's
education is in the home environment, so parents are the first teachers before entering formal
education. Definition of reading according to (Das &; Wilde, 2019) is as follows: "Reading is an
activity to obtain sources of information from the reading which can increase one's knowledge in the
form of written language, symbols ot symbols".

Reading requires understanding from the reader, so to foster interest in reading must get used
to reading (Iser, 2022). Reading habits cannot be separated from factors such as, desires and attitudes
of a child towards reading material (Noorman Haryadi, 2020). If the desire and positive attitude
towards reading is in a child and embedded from an eatly age, then an interest in reading will arise.
Then the next factor is determined by the availability and ease of access to reading materials
(Murtiningsih &; Lisnawati, 2022). This reading material can not only be provided by the school but
can also be provided by parents at home. This will expand the range of children to read books that
are not only limited to school.

The things above that support children's interest in reading sometimes still cannot fully
motivate children to read diligently, such as the role of parents at home that is lacking and the
availability of books and directions from teachers in schools that still have not improved (Hashim,
2023). Therefore, this program to increase interest in reading through children's stories will be able
to see how high children's interest in reading at SDN 01 Pringtulis which is the place of
implementation of the program. Interest in reading is the desire or tendency of a high heart (passion)
to read (Sunanda et al., 2020). Thus, the interest in reading will not grow if there is no intention to
read from within oneself despite the availability of complete facilities and infrastructure.

According to Abdurrahman in (Herlina et al., 2020) There are five stages of reading
development, namely reading readiness, beginning reading, speed reading skills, broad reading, and
actual reading. The object of the study, namely grade 3 students at SDN 01 Pringtulis, is still classified
as at the initial reading stage, because grade 3 is still in a low grade where in one class there are children
who are fluent in reading and there are children who still have to spell in reading.

Efforts to increase interest in reading include:

a. Storytelling
Storytelling activities can be done anywhere, not only at home which is mostly done by parents
at home. In the school environment, storytelling activities can also be held. For example, for
Indonesian subjects, this storytelling activity can be done once in a while to increase interest in
reading and so that teaching and learning activities are not always monotonous fixated on the
applicable cutriculum. It can also increase children's knowledge.

b. Availability of readings
Reading material becomes one of the important things when interest in reading will be
encouraged. The availability of books should not only be in libraries. In the classroom, for
example, there can be a reading cornet, just a few reading books that suit the child's ability, so
that children can easily reach reading books without having to go far from class. Then at home
can also be provided reading books by patrents. But this demands high awareness from the
parents themselves.

c. Discuss the content of the book you read
Reading activities are incomplete if they are not followed up by reviewing or discussing the
contents of the book. This activity is carried out in this program to increase interest in reading
from an early age. In this activity held in grade 3 of SDN 01 Pringtulis, children were invited to
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read story books together. This aims to find out the reading ability of each child. Then after
everything is read just asked questions to the child about the content of the story. This aims to
determine the child's comprehension ability of reading content.
d. Gifta book.

Increasing interest in reading is not only by inviting to read. By giving gifts in the form of reading
books is also included in efforts to increase reading interest. In the activity held at SDN 01
Pringtulis, they also used prizes as rewards for children's patticipation in participating in activities.
The main prize in the form of a book is given to the child who wants to come forward and give
a review of the story. In addition, gifts were also given in the form of stationery.

Children's stories are the preferred reading used in the reading interest improvement program
at SDN 01 Pringtulis. Children's stories are in accordance with the abilities of grade 3 elementary
school children. There ate many types of children's stories, in this activity program fable type
children's stories ate selected. Fables ate stories that feature animals as characters. The animal
character acts like a human, can think, speak, behave, emotion, and interact like a human. The choice
of this type of fable is because children tend to prefer animal figures, which of these animal figures
can be modeled good behavior by children and applied in their daily lives.

Barriers to Reading Interest Programs

The first obstacle to reading interest is low interest in reading, when there is an activity or
motivation to read but if there is no willingness in oneself to want to read then there will be no
improvement in reading ability. According to Hardjoprakosa in (Ruslan &; Wibayanti, 2019) There
are several things that cause low interest in reading, which include:

a. Government and private educational institutions do not motivate their students to read books
other than textbooks. In educational institutions, teachers tend to stick to the applicable
curriculum so as not to develop other materials, such as reading books or story books intensively.

b. Parents do not encourage children to prioritize buying books over toys. They usually do not
know the type of book that is appropriate and liked by children. Parents tend to entrust their
children's education to the school, so they feel they have fulfilled their children's education
without adding it at home. In fact, education from parents and in the home, environment is the
most important.

c.  Writers, scribes and translators are dwindling, due to erratic royalties and still subject to PPH.
With the reduction in the number of authors, automatically the work they produce will decrease
and the stock of book sales in bookstores will decrease, so that the types of books to be purchased
will also decrease.

There are not enough public libraries in each province to serve the community.

e. Mosque libraries that have not been managed professionally.

Then the second obstacle is in the form of internal factors (feelings, attention, and motivation).
Based on the results of the study, internal factors that affect the reading interest of grade 3 students
of State Elementary School 01 Pringtulis are the motivations that each student has differently, so to
unite the different motivations, the researchers collaborated with the school. The step taken is to
motivate by reading a child's story together in class which is then given an award or a gift in the form
of a reading book as well so that children will be more excited to read.

CONCLUSION

Increasing interest in reading from an early age needs support from parents and schools.
Efforts to increase interest in reading include storytelling, availability of reading, discussing the
contents of books read, and giving book gifts. The reading material used for this program to increase
reading interest is a children's story of fable type or animal story. This is to make it easier for children

63 | Indonesian Journal of Educational and Empowerment 1 (2) (2023): 60-65



Mulyo Lestariet al. / Increased interest in reading from an eatly age through fairy tales

to understand the story, because children tend to like animal characters. While the obstacles to this
reading interest program are due to low interest in reading and internal factors or factors that come
from within the child himself.
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